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COURT ISSUES ORDER REQUIRING CIGARETTE 
COMPANIES TO POST CORRECTIVE STATE-

MENTS; RESOLVES HISTORIC RICO TOBACCO 
LITIGATION 

 

On Tuesday, December 6, 2022, the Justice Department issued a press 
release regarding the new requirements for retail stores. The news re-
lease states, the Justice Department, together with the U.S. Department 
of Health and Human Services, announced today the entry of a court 
order that resolves the government’s long-running civil racketeering 
lawsuit against the largest United States’ cigarette companies. The law-
suit was filed in 1999 in the U.S. District Court for the District of Co-
lumbia.  Following a 2004-2005 trial, the court found that the cigarette 
companies had defrauded consumers about the health dangers associat-
ed with cigarette smoking.  Today’s order imposes the last of several 
corrective remedies ordered by the court. 

Under the order, defendants are now required to display signs in retail 
stores featuring corrective statements about the health effects and ad-
dictiveness of smoking. The order applies to defendants Altria, Philip 
Morris USA Inc. (PM USA), and R.J. Reynolds Tobacco Company 
(RJRT) as well as to four cigarette brands owned by ITG Brands LLC 
(ITG). The order will go into effect on July 1, 2023, and gives the de-
fendants three months to post the required corrective statements. Retail-
ers will display the signs for 21 months thereafter. (Justice, 2022) 

 

 

 

REFERENCE: UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE. (2022, DEC. 6) COURT ISSUES ORDER REQUIRING CIGA-
RETTE COMPANIES TO POST CORRECTIVE STATEMENTS; RESOLVES HISTORIC RICO TOBAC-
CO LITIGATION. HTTPS:// WWW.JUSTICE.GOV/OPA/PR/COURT-ISSUES-ORDER-REQUIRING-
CIGARETTE-COMPANIES-POST-CORRECTIVE-STATEMENTS-RESOLVES-HISTORIC 
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The BU Youth Tobacco & 
Vaping Prevention Program is 

growing! We are excited to 
have partnered with Northside 
High School in Shelby, MS, 

Simmons High School in Hol-
landale, MS, and Forrest 
County Agricultural High 

School in Brooklyn, MS as 
our new satellite schools. 
They will participate in all 

national awareness days such 
as Great American Smokeout, 
Take Down Tobacco, and No 
Menthol Sunday while utiliz-

ing our core program as   
needed.  

 

 

Welcome Our New 
Satellite Schools 
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BU YOUTH LEADERS’ CORNER 

Good Neighbor Campaign 

 

When it all comes down to it, the key point to the Good Neighbor Campaign is to make sure that 
local businesses -and retail stores- near educational properties are doing their part by not selling 
Tobacco and or Vaping products to minors and protecting their communities. The world today is 
faced with a big pandemic of youths using Tobacco and or Vaping products. Going by and 
examining nearby stores and buildings has opened my eyes to the true impact of these places. 
The plague of underaged youth suffering from substance abuse starts 
with the foundation of a close-knit society with the same goal. This 
organized student-led campaign has allowed me to truly realize that 
the positive environment provided by the city of Petal is one that can 
be appreciated.  

Our local retail stores have signed that they don’t sell harmful 
substances to minors and that they will continue to do so. I have 
become grateful for the support provided by Petal, so that we can 
have students ready to put their best foot forward as long as our city 
has anything to say about it. I feel encouraged now more than ever to 
continue to strive as a youth leader for students and my school -who advocates for our 
thoughtful and considerate city. 

- By Rajalei Jasper, Petal High School, (Southern Region) 
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   Know 
the Facts! 

 

 CONTACT US 

Contact us with your questions, concerns, or testimonies. For additional up-
dates on the Youth Tobacco & Vaping Prevention Program, follow us on 

social media. 

Caffee, Caffee & Associates Public Health Foundation, Inc. 

601-336-7212 

 www.butobaccofree.org 

B U Tobacco Free 

@BUTobaccoFree 

B U Tobacco Free 

B U Tobacco Free 

BU Youth Tobacco & Vaping Prevention Program 
 

This program is funded by a grant from the Mississippi State Department of Health – 
Office of Tobacco Control. 

 

 

 

 


